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The Announcer! By Fr. Kingsley Chigbo 
 

Many people spend their lives searching for happiness, peace, and fulfillment in 
possessions, achievements, or relationships, only to discover that something is 
still missing. Today's word of God is about the satisfaction of our deepest 
hunger, which only God can do. So, we are invited to come and be satisfied by 
God Himself.  
In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah extends that beautiful invitation that all 
who thirst may come to the satisfying water at no cost and have free food and 
drink. God is inviting His people to receive freely what they cannot buy with 
money, which includes His love, mercy, and the life He alone can give. If God 
offers these freely to us, why should anybody look elsewhere at a cost for what 
is unsatisfying? God calls us today for only He can fill our hearts’ emptiness. 
In the second reading, St. Paul’s words should be our reaffirmation of faith in 
God who invites us to be satisfied by Him. He asked, “Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?” He mentioned tribulation, distress, persecution, 
famine, danger, and even death, but concluded with a triumphant answer: “in 
all these things we are more than conquerors”; nothing can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus. Nothing will separate us from God who alone can 
satisfy our deepest longing. 
In the Gospel, after hearing of the death of John the Baptist, Jesus withdrew to a 
lonely place. Yet the crowds followed Him. He could have left them or sent them 
away at some point during the day, but he was filled with compassion for them. 
He healed the sick, and when the day was ending, He fed more than five 
thousand people with just five loaves and two fish. The crowds sought him 
sincerely to fill their emptiness and found Jesus, who gave them both physical 
and spiritual satisfaction. 
As Jesus used the little food the disciples had to multiply for all, He knows all our 
hearts and our little sacrifices for our good and for others, and how we 
approach Him with trust, placing everything in His hands to make them better. 
May He help us and all who seek Him to find lasting satisfaction for our hunger 
and the needs of our world today.  
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Today we celebrate the 18th Sunday of 

Ordinary Time. The Sunday readings are: 

•  First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3 

• Second Reading: Romans 8:35, 37-39 

• Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: available any 
time on request, just ask the Priests.  

Welcome: We warmly welcome all 
holidaymakers and visitors to our community, 
and wish happy holidays to our parishioners—
whether you’re travelling now, recently 
returned, or preparing to set off! 

Sunday Teas: will be held after Mass TODAY 
Sunday 2nd August in St Peter’s Hall. All 
Welcome! 

Ladies Guild Meeting: will meet on Monday 
3rd August in St Peter’s Church Hall, 14:00 – 
16:00. All Welcome!   

Restoration Fund: next weekend, 8th – 9th 
August, there will be a special collection for 
the Restoration Fund. Thank you for your 
generous donations. 

Lectio Divina & Benediction will take place on 
Sunday, 9th August at 16:00 in St Peter’s Hall. 
(Benediction @ 17:00). All welcome!  

Sacramental Classes for Children @ St Peter’s: 
Registration is now open for children and 
young people wishing to prepare for the 
Sacraments of First Holy Communion (P4+) or 
Confirmation (P7+). Classes will begin at the 
start of September. For more info see  Sabrina 
or visit www.stpeters-pa.org.uk  

POSTPONED – St Mary’s 200th Anniversary 
Mass:  which was to be held on Sunday 16th 
August is postponed until later this year.  

Mary’s Meals – Foreign Currency Appeal: 
Have leftover foreign coins or notes from 
recent holidays or trips abroad sitting 
forgotten in drawers, wallets, or jars? Mary’s 
Meals can turn your unwanted foreign 
currency—as well as old UK coins and notes 
that are no longer legal tender—into life-

changing nutritious school meals for in some 
of the world’s poorest communities. Drop your 
donations into the blue Mary’s Meals 
collection mug at the back of St Mary’s and at 
St Peter’s from next weekend. 

Fr Peter’s 10th Priestly Anniversary: On 
Saturday, 22nd August 2026 at 11:00, Fr Peter 
will celebrate a special Mass to mark his 10th 
priestly anniversary at St Margaret’s, Huntly, 
followed by a reception at St Thomas’s Hall, 
Keith. All are warmly invited to celebrate with 
us. For catering, please inform the organisers 
of your attendance by filling out the form: 
https://form.jotform.com/260996550056060  

Open Days at Scalan: From a secret seminary 
and ‘heather priests’ to the daily life of 19th 
and 20th-century farm workers, discover the 
hidden histories of the Scalan. This year’s open 
days will take place on the 8th August and 5th 
September. Drop in between 13:00 and 16:00. 

St Peter’s Youth Group: will take place on 
Sunday 9th August from 17:45 – 20:00. All P7 – 
S6 welcome! It’s our third anniversary! 

Men’s and Women’s Retreats: You are invited 
to encounter the power and freedom of the 
Gospel at these Men’s and Women’s Retreats 
at Kilcoy Castle run by the Dominican Sisters. 
Women’s Philips Retreat: 18th to 20th Sept 
2026 and Men’s Philips Retreat: 30th Oct to 1st 
Nov 2026. Contact Sr Mary Gianna via 
ogilvie@rcda.scot  

RCDA Youth Events 2026/27: S1-3 Power of 
Grace Retreat 18th – 20th September, 
Tomintoul and National Youth Pilgrimage to 
Pluscarden Abbey 26th September. Info: 
https://www.rcda.scot/diocese-of-aberdeen-
youth-events-2026-27/  

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS: 
St. Peter’s:    

o Main collection: £267.30 

St. Mary’s for  Sunday 19/7/26 
o Main Collection: £ 152.00 

Thank you for your continued generosity! 
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